
Acknowledgement of my privilege

i wish to acknowledge that i am a first generation settler with many privileges, among 
them that of living on the land of Toronto whose history is not without sharp clashes of 
concepts and power, in common with most other Canadian land.

i am aware that this land has been the subject of the 1787 Toronto Purchase which was 
understood by Indigenous communities at the time as the beginning of a sharing 
relationship, but was used by settlers to transfer ownership to the Crown. i am aware that 
the “Purchase” took place for 10 shillings ($60 in today’s dollars), 2000 gun flints, 24 
brass kettles, 120 mirrors, 24 laced hats, a bale of flowered flannel and 96 gallons of rum. 
i am also aware that this same Toronto land was subject to a $145 settlement between the 
Crown and the Mississaugas of New Credit First Nation in 2010 and that this settlement 
triggered mixed reactions among Indigenous communities.

then, i wish to acknowledge that despite some efforts in my artistic practice to participate 
in the deconstruction of this privilege and of that of being white, i have made only little 
progress and only in my understanding of this privilege, and this, sadly mostly through 
facing systemic oppression and housing precarity myself.
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